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SERIOUS REFLECTIONS, Ec. 


— — A — 


Quemadmodum nen uno Supplicio dignus eſt, qui Fontem 
Publicum, unde tibant Omnes, Veneno inſicit; ita NVecen- 
tiſimus eſt, qui Principis Animum pravis infecerit Opini- 
onil us, Pug, mox, in Tot Hominum Perniciem redundent. 

Prur. Mor. p. 383. 


RAT is a remark, worthy of the learned Author, 
u above quoted, that a flatterer is the publick enemy 

{} I A of mankind, who endeavours to render every man 
N his own deceiver, and keeps him ignorant of 
himlelf, by which means the gocd never arrive at 

perfection and the bad never mend. : 
Of all the cameleon arts of this moſt deteſtable vice, none 
will be found fo ſubtle, nor yet ſo pregnant with accumulative 
miſchief, as that which tends to diſguiſe, or extenuate the 
errors of publick meaſures, by furniſhing the paſſions with 
argun.ents to defend their exceſs, or to juſtify the ſeveral 
abuſes of their power, To give a colour of juſtice to ſeycrity, 
to introduce ſpecious palliatives in aid of oppreſſion, and to 
blend the rights of the conſtitution with unconſtitutional inno- 
vations, are axtifices, which have been, but too frequently, 
excrted by ſuch miſcceants, in all ages; £0.miſlead the judg- 
© 68 mei. c 
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ment of the publick, in order to conciliate to themſelves the 
{avour of the Sovercign, or countenance of his Miniſters, 


Whether to this, or to whatever other cauſe are to be attri. 
buted the wild rhapſodies, and incoherent arguments, which 
have been, not long ſince, given to the publick under the 
ſignature of a Noble Peer of the Realm of Great-Britain, I 
ſhail not preſume to determine; ſorry I am to obſerve 
that their ir fluence and effects upon our late publick Councils 
are too viſible, and at this moment too lamentably felt to be 
doubted. At any other time, than the preſent, when the 
paſſions of the Mother Country have been, and {till are 
irritated againſt her untortunate Colonies, and when the calm 
voice of reaſon is drown'd in the clamour of reſentment, ſuch 
a production would, unheeded, and unnoticed, have pals'd 
its hour in harmleſs innocence, previb us to its conſignment to 
an everlaſting oblivion: circumſtanced, however unluckily as 
theſe times are, a very different fate, and unmerited good 
fortune have attended this merely rime-ſerving miſchievous 
pamphlet. It has contributed not a little, I apprehend, to 
give birth to a ſtrange political fœtus,“ or rather an embryo 
of wanton extravagancy, as unnatural ia its form and com- 


_ * — — 
— — — _ 


- * Vide Commercial Treaty with France; the effects of which wear a very 
doubtful and problematical aſpe&t. If we confider the very important naval 
figure, which that nation exbibited laſt war, both as to the number of her 
ſhips of war, and increaſe of ſeamen, we ſhal! not be ſurprized at her anxiety 
to render her foreign commerce more extenſive than it has formerly been. 
Senſible as that wite Government muſt, at this day, be of the conſequence 
of 2vgmenting her. navzl firength in order to become a match for Great Bri- 
tain, we cannot be at a loſs to diſcover her real motives for this Commercial 
Alliance, At all events a ſacrifice of every principle of the Navigation Act 
appears in almoſt every clauſe thereof. | a 
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plexion, as, I fear, it will prove heterogeneous to the trus 


ſpirit, principle, and diſpoſition of the Parent Country. 


It is an obſervation, ſanctiſied by woful experience, that 
the Britih Nation has ever loſt, by Treaties, what ſhe had 
gain'd by her Valour. Self-evident as this melancholy truiſm 
bas appear'd in the Engliſh hiſtory, in all ages, it becomes no 
leſs a ſubject of ſurprize, that no 2 have hitherto been 
made, to inveſtigate and ſolve the cauſe of fo ſingular a phe⸗ 
nomenon, in oder to apply ſome effeAual check to the future 
progreſs of an evil of ſo portentous an aſpect. 


Nature, ſurely, has not been leſs bountiful of her endow- 
ments to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain, than to the reſt of 
Europe. The ſoil of foreign countries does not produce better 
underſtandings, (ſays an ingenious Writer) than that of 
Ungland: Learning flouriſhes wittt us, as much as among 
them; our people have wits as ſharp, nevertheleſs whenever 
we come to treat with them, they are always too ſubtle for us. 


Whatever is the cauſe of this unaccountable problem, the 
womb of time only can develope: The preſent, I am con- 
cerned to add, furniſhes little or no proſpect of a cure to this 
impending miſchief. . Formerly, indeed, our plain, and honeſt 
ancettors, ſenſible (as we are told) of their inequality to cope 
with foreign ſtates, in the cabinet, were (low, and cautious to 
conclude new treaties, or to abrogate, or change eld ones, 
without ſome manifeſt proof firll had, of their real efficacy. 
Long experience had repeatedly taught them the folly and 
vanity of hazarding innovatiogs upon old approved ſyttems, 
though, perhaps, J:able ro many abuſes : For they well knew, 
that. no remedies were fo dangerous as thole which attempt a 
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ſudden and immediate reformation: They were, therefore; 
better tatisfied to bear ſome inconveniences in their political 
ceconomy, rither than be always tampering with the ſame, 
and riſquing novel experiments for remedy thereof. It ſufficed, 
that their ſagacity had enabled them to diſcover that the natu- 
ral genius, and active ſpirit of their nation, together with 
their inſular ſituation, was evidently calculated for, and led 
to trade, and navigation, Senſible of this important truth, 
every encouragement was given, by them, to commerce: 
Laws of reſtriction, high duties, and prohibitions were rarely 
introduced, and then only upon emergent neceſſity. Aware 
of the difficulty, as well as inutility, to trace all the circuit; 
of trade, to {earch out its hidden reſources, to ditcover its 
original ſpring, and various courſes, and to find out the 
mutual connections, and dependancies of one traffick upon 
another, they were ſatisficd, if, upon the aggregate, the nation 
had thriven, and had thereby gained ſtrength, power, and 
dominion. Such appears, from the faithful records of former 


days, to have been the plain, imple, and uniform conduct of 


our Anccſtois, when they ſtood unrivaled as a commercial 
peo le. | 


In the preſent age of ſtate empiriciſm, and with the pre- 
ſent rage for novelty and experiment, the foregoing refle c- 
tions will have but little veight with the publick, in general, 
at home. The loſs of our American Colontes, added to the 
mortifying recollection of the amazing ſums which were ex- 
pended by the Mother Country in ſupport of that unfortunate 
war, has contributed, not a little, to four the temper of the 
Landed Intereſt of Great-Britain, and to create ſtrong preju- 
dices againſt the Colonies in the minds of che Country Gentle- 
men; who are cafily led by narrow- minded . to 
6 N orm 
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form vhjeRions to particulars, without inveſtigation of their 
principles, or tendency z and to draw haſty concluſions from 
{ingle inſtances of abuje, without examination of the whole, 
and raturely weighing the general balance, To enquire 
whether we gain or loſe by this or that branch of trade, 
(lays D' Avenant) is an endleſs and uncertain ſpeculation; 
the only quettion of impostance, and which alone ſhovid 
engage the thoughts cf all conſiderate men, is, Do we, in 
the main, get, or loſe? But in this age ct ſtate reformers, 
ſpeculative opinions, and erruneous calculations are daily 
obtruded upon the publick in direct ſubverſion of old ap- 
proved maxims, and eſtabliſhed truths, 

- To cite ſome of thoſe old maxims, and to apply them ta 
the preſent ſer of meaſures, lately adopted by dur Rulers at 
home, and to point out the alarming conſequences of ſuc 
meaſures, which menace the very annihilation of the Sugar 
Colonies, is the ſole object of the preſent preduction, which 
the Author freely ſubmus to the tober contemplation ot the 


Coloniſts. 


This kingdom (ſays that reſpectable Authority D'Avenant)* 
has now proſpered, for above a century, by every where 
extending its traffick as much as poſſible: a'd whether a 


> contrary courſe would better our condition, ot no, is at leaſt 


precarious, and eventually uncertain. F That ſuch a ſpecific 

| W 
— — —— — — — — —  —  —  — —— EEE 
\ * D'Avenant wrote An, Dom. 1698. | | | 
1 The above ingenious Author illuſtrates his Hypotheſis in the following 


words; Oe dealing (he obicives) may be thought byriful, but the lays 
| | ing 


131 


trade hinders the conſumptiun of our own product; that we 
get by ſuch and ſuch particular trafficks, and that we loſe in 
the balance, by ſuch and ſuch a country, are matters eaſily 
advanced, but more difficult to be proved than is vulgarly 
imagined, And yet, notwithſtanding the above reſpectabl- 
Authority, the trade of theſe Colonies is now confined within 
fo narrow a channel, and that ſo reſtricted as to amount to, 
almoſt, a total probibition. We are driven to the cruel alter- 
native either ta receive the neceſſary articles of flour, lumber, 
&c. from the Bri11fþ Colonies in America, who are, at preſent, 
in no condition, whatever,. to ſupply. us, or we mult ſend ſhips 
ping ef our own, which we have not, and cannot, at preſent, 


procure, to the States of America for thoſe tupplics, Our 


Kum,“ which is our great and only means of detrayirg the 
heavy 


« ing it aſide may. determine another which brings apparent profit, We 
« bring frcm one place matters for luxuty, but our uſe of them may bring 
* them into ſuch vogue as to occaſion our vending, in other parts, thrice 
« times the quantity we conſume ourſ. Ives, by which the vation is a gainer 
% — We deal perhaps with one country, to a 1{s, but this miy be the cavſe 
„% of, or lets us into another trade in another region by which we gain. We 
% have loſt in the balance with France, but perhaps if we had not dealt witk 
« the French they would not have traded with Spain and Jtaly: And but 


* for the traſſick between France, Spain, and Italy we probably could not 


4% have enjoyed the commerce ſo gainful to us with the Spaniards and Italians, 
Tho' theſe links and cauſes cf trade ate often removed f.om human 


Aae yet where tue falutary effects ate clear and evident we cught to be 
atisficd, 


* Upon a moderate calculation the quantity of rum made this year, and 
upon hand, in the windward and leeward Iſlands. only, cennot be leſs than 
ſixty thouſand puncheons, and where we are immediately to find ſhipping of 
our own (or Engliſh bottoms); for their tranſportation. would puzzle the 
waſzlt devidor of ways and means, e . = 
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heavy expences of our Eſtates, we are, now, total'y unable to 
eiſpoſe of, for the ſame reaſons; having bot the means of 


x 3 conveyance, agreeable to the new regulations of trade now 
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ellabliſned: and it sn torious that we have no other market 
upon the globe, America excepte'', to relort to, for th- dil- 
poſal ot our Leeward Iland Rum; and ſhuuld the States of 
America, naturally incenſed againſt us, be rouſed to a ſpirit 


Z of retaliation, and forbid the + exportation of their commo— 


dities in Britiſh bottoms, the meaſure of our calamitics will be 
rendered compleat by a famine in theſe Colonics, 


Such is the choice of difficultics and diſtreſſes to which the 
Sugar Iſlands ate now reduced: And what are the {alutaiy 
conſequences, which are to ariſe to the Mother Country? 
We are told, in the true language of oppreſſion, that luck 
meaſures are neceſſary to the ſupport of the I Navigation Act, 

Which 


1 KK 
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The little diſparity lately made in the duties upon rum and French bran» 
dies, muſt totally difcou age the importation of the former artic e into Great 
Britain, more particuliily the Leeward Hand Rum, which by ſome ſtrange 
fatality, is he'd in the leaſt eltimation at home. 


+ I muſt here remind our Rulers at home, that by a late Act of Parliament 
whenever flour, corn, and other, the ein fpecified, grain ſhall exceed a ces- 
tain price in England, the exportation is prohibited; fo that in all human 
| LUNG our apolicatien home for that neceſſary aiticle of it{e, would 

ccalion ſo great a demand, and conſ quently ſo great a r'ſe in its price as to 


fall within the above predic-m-nt, and providions of that Act. 


t This momentous obj ction, which has excited the clamour of our Pa- 
triots at home, in conſ-quence of Lord Shefficld's Pamphlet, will be found, 
u don a c-nd d »xaminaiton to be a mere chimera of his Lordſhip's own brain. 
For in fatl, Great B:itain has never * been in the poſſe hon uf the carrying 

trade 
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which is the main-ſtay of the Britiſh Empire; and that, there. 
fore, the intereſt of the Colonies mull yield to fo important a 
conſideration. That is, in other words, The future welfare 
of thouſands, with their families, is to be wantonly ſacrificed 
to the ſpeculative opinions of an idle, (however noble) modern 
Empirick: Nay, the very exiſtence of the Sugar Colonies 
hangs, tremblingly, upon the precaiious event of theſe new- 
tangled plans, and pedantick conceits. In this awful“ mo- 


ment 


„ —— —— 


trade between America and the Sugar Colonies; ard conſequently the Navi. 

ation Act cannot, in that particular be affected. But admit ing this fact to 
2 been otherwiſe, it cannot be denied but that the ſ.me juconveniences, 
and bad conſequences to the Navigation Act, mult er ſue from the petmiſſion 
granted to American veſſels, to fail direly to the Ports of Great Brit in: 
And yet this partisl andulgence has never been conſidered as a ſubj ct of 
compl.int ; but no ſconer is it propoſed to communicate the ſ me ind lg enee 
to the Colonies, but his Lordſhip, feeling the dangerous conſequences to 
his darling Navigation Act, immediately ſounds the trumpet of ala m. No 
ſuch danger, however, I will aſſure his Lordſhip, is to be appr hended: 
For it is well known, that the trade between America and the Sugar Colo- 
nies is confined to Brigs, Snows, Sloops, and Schooners, hi h are navi- 


gated by a very ſmall number of hands; whereas the trad» between Great 


Britain and America is carried on in large ſquare rigged veſlels, that require 
a much greater number of ſeamen, who from the nature of the c mmerce, 
from one cold climate to another, are much more likely to be hardy and 
experienced, than any which the land trade can poſſibly produce. 


If ever there was a period in the hiſtory of the Colonies, big with im- 
2 dar ger, it is ſurely the preſent. But of all the experiments which 
ave lately engaged the attention of Government, none challenges more our 


apprehenſion and concern, than the plan, now reported to be prepared for 2B 
parliamentary approb ation, of totaly aboliſhing the African trade, To our 


preſent pious and immaculate Reformers at home, it ſeems reſerved to diſ- 


cover and correct the heinous and crying fin of enſlaving our fellow creatures. 
A prattice which has univerſally obtained thivughout all ages, in ever 
. 2 regien 
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ment to the Coloniſts, it is not, ſurely, unbecoming the wif 


dom of Government, to weigh with deliberation, the conſe- 
QUENCES, 


region of the globe, a practice which has received the ſanction of above two 


thouſand years experience, without having hitherto incurred any fatal con- 
ſequences, is, at once, to be totally abrogated, at tie riſque of ſ.pping the 
very foundation of our commercial exiſtence, Without entering on ſo exte n- 
five a field of controverſy, and which has been ſo hackney'd, that it is ſcarce p oſ- 
fible to throw a ſingle new light upon the ſubject: It is ſufficient for my preſent 
purpoſe to obſerve, that from the firſt diſcovery of that part of the African 
cr ait where the Slave trade is carried on, to the preſ-nt period, little cr no 


improvement whatever, in the manners or habits of the natives have been 
effected by their intercourſe with the civilized nations of Europe. They 


have continued as they were firſt fourd, in a llate ol conſtant warfare, de- 
ſpiſing the refinemerits of luxury, and ſpurning thoſe arts, which have been 
repeatediy attempted, but in vain, to be introduced among them. "The 


practice of purchaſing their priſoners of war, who, prior to the eltabliſhmene 
of that trade, were, by their bzrbarous rites and ceremonies, devoted to the 
moſt cruel deaths, ſurely, cannot be deemed inhuman. And whether upon 
the abolition of this traffick, they will not recur to their former cuſtom of 
ſacrificing their priſoners to the manes of their departed countrymen, is at 
Jeaſt a problematical queſtion, and as ſuch entitled to the conſideration of 


humanity. I forbear to take notice of the idle tales of kidnapping (as it is 
termed) as they are unworthy the pen of candour and liberality. That all 


human inſtitutions are liable to «buſe; is an axiom to well known and ſettled 
= at this day, to require demonſtation, It is ſufficient for the honour of hu- 
manity, to aſſert that ſuch pernicious practices are, or may be corrected, . 


when diſcovered. I am no advocate for tyranny nor oppreſſion. Bat I am 
bold to aver, that the hiltory of mankind has produced ro period more fa- 
vourable to the rights of humanity than the preſent: And that the Biitiſh 
Sugar Colonies in particular do furniſh, at this day, the moſt ſatisfatory 


=-- proofs of their great care and attention to the comfort and happineſs cf their 
flaves; n-twithitanding the late inju ious repreſentatiors which have been 


publiſh-d at home to the contrary. Liberty, a'as, is now become a mere 


| decoy word, by which crafty and deſigning ivdividua's enſnare and im- 


brangle the opinions of honeſt men in order to gratiſy publick pique or 
Private telentments, Were I Ciſpoſed to retort ihs ascuſazion of inhumavity 


10 
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quences, to the Mother Country, of a total annihilation of her 
Sugar Iſlands. Colonies which conftantly employ, at leaſt, 
five hundred fail of ſhipping, and ten thouſand feamen, ab- 
ſtrated from all conſideration of the dutirs paid to the Crown, 
the great conſumption of EngitſhF manufactures, together with 
the great fund of wealth circulated at home by the more opu- 
lent Planters, ſhould, at leaſt, have ſome weight, even in the 
ſcale of the Navigation Act. It will not be amiis, here hke- 
wiſe, to ſubmit to the ſober conſideration ot the | rded Gentry 
of Great-Britain, that to the Colonies th-y will find themlelves 
ultimately indebted for the preſent high value of their lands: Þ 


and 


W 


to the Parent State, their late ex'raordinary diſniſſi n of thouſinds of thaſe 
poor unf rtunate wr-tches (to whom they have repe:tedly held out protection 
and af,lum), to unknown regions, there, probably to fall a prey to the 


eaſts of th» foreſt, or ſtill greater ſava es of the country, would furuich 
ample materials to expatiate upon. 


+ D*Avenant aſſerts that he had ſeen a repreſentation to King Charles the 
24, from the Merchants then intereſted in the trade of the Colouies, ſerring 
forth, that by a juit medium, the labour of one hundrea negroes was worth 
160-1, ſterling to the Mother Coun'ry, Without further examina jon of thiz 
„ poſition, I ſhall only here obſ rve, that upon a moderate c»Jcul itn, the 
| Sugar Colonies employ above three hundred thouſand negroes, who are all 
2 cloathed with B itiſn manufacture, and chiefl) fed with Engliſh fl ur, and 
7 it proviſions wholly from Scotland and I elind ;z; together with all their 
| | tools and implements of agriculture, which ar? imported f om Great Britain, 

| The expences of the Planter are ſo great in the aggregate, that 1 can take 

| upon me to aſſert that he does not receive two thi:ds of the neat produce of 


his ſugars, beſides the whole amount of his rum expended in the ſupport of 
his eſtate. 
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1 1 It is well known (ſays D'Avenant) that before England became a trading 

and colonizing nation, their general price of lands was twelve years purchaſe, 
| and the legal intereſt of money ſo high as ten per cent, and lo it —_— 
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and that a reduction of that value will be the inevitable conſei 
quence of the ruin of thele Colonies, is an inference, par- 
ratione, very fairly deducible from the foregoing pre miſes. 


That a Government cannot be maintained without a ſuffi- 
cient fund of revenue, Jam very ready to admit; but a 
revenue is wildly raited, where the people's ſtrength, that 
n ult grant, is not duly underſtood: Taxes and impaſitions, 
not contrived with a due attention to the ability, and conve- 
nience of the ſubject, mult, in the end, prove burthenſome to 
the State, Where the nature of the commodities to be charged 
or reftrited, and the true channel and conſumption of them 
ate not r:glitly conſidered, funds granted upon them mult be- 
come deiective, and at latt deftroy all credit, But, admitting 
that the taxes be, never fo well, contrived and regulated, a 
Nation, ſo deeply plunged in debt as is Great-Britain, nothing 
can ſupport her amazing expences but a foreign commerce, 
and her Colonies. * That commerce, however, will never 
an{wer thoſe great demands, under the trammels and ſhackles 
of ſevete Cultom-Houſe reſtrictions: nor can the Colonies be 


— — 
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until the year 1666, when the value of lands roſe, in the beſt counties, from 
eighteen to twenty years purchaſe ; and at preſent it is nototious that eitates 
now fell in the ſirſt counties from twenty-eight to foriy years purchaſe, and 
the intereſt of money is reduced to five per cent. | 


If what has been laid down by almoſt every writer upon the ſubj-c, be 
true, that trade occaſions all manner of ways, a generil conſumption, draws 
together a reſort of rangers, and is a preat increaſ: of inhab tants to all 
countries exerciſing the fame, ſurely the commercial intercou:ſ: with our 
Colonies muſt contribute greatly to our rational ſtock, augment cur native 


Nrength, and raiſe a proportionate increaſe of value vpon tue lauded intereſt 
ol the kingdom. 


FREIE enabled 
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enabled to give the Mother Country effectual aid; under the © 


preſent diſcouragement to the vending of her produce, and to 
the purchaſe ot the neceſſaries for their. ſupport. Ic ſurely 
can never be, from the bankruptcy of her Merchants, nor 
yet, from the poverty and diſtreflcs of her Colonies that Great- 
Britain can derive her hopes of proſperity and ſuccels, 


Such is the alarming criſis of the Sugar Colonies: We are, - 
now, arrived at the very verge of the precipice ; a few ſteps | 
farther advanced, and we are irretrievably undone, For if, 
in addition to our preſent diſtreſſes Free Ports, (as it has lately 
been propagated abroad) ſhould be granted by Government to 
Jamaica, and the Bahamas, it requires very little penetration 
to foreſce a great influx of foreign ſugars to the Engliſh mar- 
kets; the conſequence of which will be fo great a reduction 
in the prices of that ꝓ commodity as, under its preſent enor- 
mous duties, will be moſt effectually productive of ruin to 
the Planter, and bankrup cy to the Sugar Merchant: a miſ- 
fortune which will neceflarily involve a multitude of indivi- 
dua's: in ſhort, a cataſtrophe dreadtul even to contemplate. 


To the extremity of theſe evils it is now of the utmoſt 
Importance to the Colonies to apply to Government for ſpeedy 
ſuccour: What that ſuccour ſhould be 1 have not the pre- 
ſumption to direct; but at all events the application ſhould be 
made, with all due and becoming reſpect for the Parent State, 


Mol, — 


2 
—ů— 


t I will only here juſt remark, that the Planter pays in duties, freight, 
commiſſions and inſurance, to the full amount of tweaty ſhillings ſterlin g 

r cwt. before he himſelf can receive one ſhilling piokit from the ſale of 
Eis ſugars. 
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end without 1ofs of time by the Legiſlatures of the different 
Colonics: a perfect agreement, as to the various objects of 
this application, would, I humbly apprehend, be molt con- 
ducive to its ſucceſs: To effect which it will not be improper 

erhaps to eſtabliſn Committees of Correſpondence throughout 
all the Windward, as well as Leeward Iſlands, to regulate and 
ſeitle theſe momentous objects, preparatory to thrir being 
drawn up in one general Memorial. This is a mere haſty 
hint given with all due ſubmiſſion to the better judgment of 
others. 


To conclude z our diſeaſe, though almoſt deſperate, is not, 
I truſt, with:;,ur remedy: There is ſtill wiſdom and virtue 
enough to be found in the Cabinet of Great-Britain, upon 
which we may ſafely rely for aid and protection. We have a 
Miniſter at the helm of affairs who, though young, and inex- 
perienced, is a Prodigy of N.ture. A Miniſter in whom 
unite ſuch a combination of qualities as hiſtory can ſcarce 
furniſh a parrallel:* Engaged in the ſervice of the Crown, 
and conſequently jealous ot its prerogatives, he ſeems equally 
mindful of the rights of the ſubject: Tho? vigilant for the 
State, he is careiels for himlelt: fearful of doing ill, but 
undavnted in his career of good actions, he values fame more 
than riches, and diſdains power and greatneſs which he cannot 
enjoy with his integrity and patriotiſm, Such are the ſelf 
evident features of our young Miniſter's character, and though 
he may be led aſtray, for a time, by the infidious deſigns of 
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kt This character of Mr. Piit will, doubtleſs, by ſome, be thought extra- 
Vagant; it is nevertheleſs the real undiſguiſed ſentiments of the Author, 
upon the fulleſt conviRion of their redtitude. | 
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Eerefty incendiaries, the deluſion cannot be faſting: Tn ſome 
= vneuarded moment the viſor will crop, and one elmple will 


be ſufficient to ſatisfy the quickneſs of his penetration. The 
time will, | traſt, arrive, when he will view theie Colonies in 
a very different light: we have been and ſtill are ſtrangely 
traduced to the Mother Country, by interelted individuals; 
we have been repreſented as a cruel, factious, dilcontented 
and diüoyal people; a band, in ſhort, of Smugalers,* who, 
in defiance to all laws and good government, are daily robbing 
the Crown of its juit dues. The time however, ] hope, 1s 
not far diſtant, when theſe ſcandalous reports and illiberal 
prejudices will be eff-eed by the folic and laſting impreſiivns 
of truth and juſtice. We have had a Prince of our own lately 


= amongſt us. poſſeſſed of every requiſite to detect faliehood, 


and to vindicate ignocence; to hin, who has been an cve 
witneſs of our political conduct we may look up with confi- 
den ce tor our juſtification. 


Ni conſcire nc bis, nulla palleſcere * 


— 2 
—_ 
- _— 
* 


* We are not a littl- indebted: for this character, to the hatty repreſent- 


- ations of ſome certain Nava! Char: Qers, lately upo this (tation : but as one 


has juſt paid the laſt debt of nature, and another very likely to foliow ſpce- 


dil, I ſhall for ear further particulars. 1 carnot however but lament, 


amony many other bal eonſequences of theſe new commeicial regulations, 


the melancholy proſfeck of depravation which is but too likel, to e: ſue te 


the prejudice of our naval character, by this novel appolutwent of her 
Om̃cere to Cuſlom houſe commiliions. 6 
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